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Synopsis

This volume includes the complete texts of two of John Stuart Mill's most important works,
Utilitarianism and On Liberty, and selections from his other writings, including the complete text of
his Remarks on Bentham’s Philosophy. The selection from Mill's A System of Logic is of special
relevance to the debate between those who read Mill as an Act-Utilitarian and those who interpret
him as a Rule-Utilitarian.Also included are selections from the writings of Jeremy Bentham, founder
of modern Utilitarianism and mentor (together with James Mill) of John Stuart Mill. Bentham’s
Principles of Morals and Legislation had important effects on political and legal reform in his own
time and continues to provide insights for political theorists and philosophers of law. Seven chapters
of Bentham’s Principles are here in their entirety, together with a number of shorter selections,
including one in which Bentham repudiates the slogan often used to characterize his philosophy:
The Greatest Happiness of the Greatest Number.John Troyer’s Introduction presents the central
themes and arguments of Bentham and Mill and assesses their relevance to current discussions of

Utilitarianism. The volume also provides indexes, a glossary, and notes.
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Customer Reviews

This volume suffers from too many omissions. While Troyer was wise to include J.S. Mill's
"Utilitarianism" and "On Liberty" in their entirety, | can’t understand why he covered Bentham only by

including selections from the "Principles of Morals and Legislation". Such limited coverage of



Bentham will only continue the false impressions that the "Principles" is Bentham’s only worthwhile
text, that his main contributions to philosophy concerned punishment and the utilitarian calculus,
and that while his name is a mainstay in utilitarian philosophy his other writings are esoteric and not
worth reading. In point of fact, Bentham wrote voluminously and is almost single-handedly
responsible for developing the utilitarianism of the early moralists into the theory in its recognizably
secular and systematic form and making it a critical tool of moral and legal philosophy and political
and social improvement. In 1776, Bentham first announced himself to the world as a proponent of
utility as the guiding principle of conduct and law in "A Fragment on Government". In the "Principles”
(printed 1780, published 1789), as a preliminary to developing a theory of penal law he detailed the
basic elements of classical utilitarian theory. The penal code was to be the first in a collection of
codes that would constitute a complete body of law based on the utility principle, the development of
which was to engage Bentham in a lifetimea ™s work and was to include civil, procedural, and
constitutional law.
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